
Why Europe needs the OSAID: 
Openwashing and the AI act

OSI Town Hall

Jordan Maris, EU Policy Analyst, Open Source Initiative



whoami

➢ Today: Policy Analyst for the Open Source Initiative, 
working from Brussels

➢ Long-term open source user

➢ Former EU parliamentary staffer

➢ Focus on Open Source software

➢ Worked on AI act, Product Liability Directive, CRA



PART 2:

THE AI ACT 
STRIKES BACK





What happened next ?

➢ An imprecise exemption

➢ Exploited by companies for Openwashing

➢ The OSI develops the Open Source AI 
Definition



An actual conversation in Brussels

This is Simon, he is the Director of EU policy for 
the Open Source Initiative, the steward of the 
Open Source definition

Nice to meet you Simon, perhaps you can 
answer a question for me: we added an 
exemption in the AI act for Open Source AI, but 
now everybody is wondering: what is Open 
Source AI?

Jordan Maris, Policy Analyst, OSI

Advisor to an MEP on the AI act



41 Lobbyists

18 Full time

€9mn budget



We are up against an army of 
lobbyists, who want to redefine 
not just Open Source AI, but what 
Open Source means



What are Openwashers arguments?

➢ AI poses a bigger threat, usage restrictions 
are justified

➢ Our AI is the most used AI so Open Source AI 
is whatever we say it is!

➢ AI is different to software



There are only two visions of Open 
Source AI in Brussels: 

Meta’s, and the OSAID.



What do lawmakers want?

➢ A definition that is legally sound:

○ That they can apply in all cases

○ That recognises challenges:

■ Data Protection (GDPR)

■ Different Copyright Rules



How does the OSAID do this without 
compromising the four freedoms?

➢ Mandates the sharing of all training data that 
it is legally/technically possible to share.

➢ Mandates sharing where data that cannot be 
shared can be acquired

➢ Mandates highly detailed, granular 
description of all data for purposes of 
replication

➢ Mandates full release of training and 
data-processing code



What are we doing ?

➢ Explaining this issue to Lawmakers/Staffers: 
letter to the Commission

➢ Participating in EU Commission Working Group on 
Codes of Practice for GPAI

➢ Highlighting Openwashing

➢ Presenting the OSAID



Q&A


